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Presidential Message  
By Brian Eney 
June 24, 2001 

 
Several members attended the Mason-Dixon Star Party this past weekend, despite the lousy 
weather.  Friday was completely washed out, York and Lancaster County received 10 inches of 
rain in 12 hours, complete with horizontal rain and hail. Eight of played cards and Trivial Pursuit 
(the edition came out before I was BORN; I did not do so well).  
 
Saturday was much better; only rained for an hour.  Vendors were happy to see pleasant weather 
for their sales.  I was most impressed with the guy who was made the model telescopes. The 
eyepieces must have been 1mm across, amazingly the scopes WORKED.   
 
Dr. Harry Bates was the keynote speaker who spoke on Near Earth Objects.  Very interesting, 
cool, and frightening!  Dr. Bates gave a very informative with some humor mixed in. 
 
After the lecture and door prizes, Paul Henze won a $35 gift certificate from JMI, and I won a 
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All, 
A neat, quick and free Windows pgm that shows the surface markings of Mars for any date/time. 
Nice to have a quick printout reference for a night's viewing. 
  
URL:  http://members.nbci.com/marsprev/mpenglish.htm 
  
Guys/Gals, 
 
Have any of you had any good seeing for Mars? Some nights are borderline here in WV. Good seeing 
comes maybe every minute or two. Monday night I saw the South Polar Hood, different areas of 
bright and dark in the Mare Sirenum/Mare Cimmerium/Tritonus Sinus (stripe just north of the south 
polar hood), the Propontis complex, Phlegra, Hyblaeus extension and the Mare Boreum strip towards 
the North Polar cap. Used 350x and a # 21 orange filter. How have you faired this opposition? This is 
a also good time to look for Deimos. Take whatever eyepiece gives you 200-240x, place a narrow 
strip of aluminum foil across the eyepiece field stop, wait for Deimos to get to eastern or western 
elongation (can use a software pgm to determine this...I use Sky Tools...sample output shown below) 
and with some patience you can see it. I've seen it twice in the last 13 years using this technique 
(have only looked for it three times). I usually don't get this juiced up on planets but it's been 13 years 
since the views were this good. 
 
Clear skies, 
 
Matt 
  

 Mars the Orsie Way 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mars by Orsie, continued 
 

  
Sample output from SkyTools.... SkyTools is made by CappellaSoft. URL: http://www.skyhound.com/.  
$99 + shipping.   
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Curt Roelle Weighs In on Mars 
The seeing hasn't been the best.  I've observed Mars on May 23, 28, 30, June 5, and 8-11 before leaving 
for a one week vacation.  Of those, only May 28 had superb seeing 
throughout the observing session.  Since coming back from vacation Tuesday the rather bland Lon. 180 
region is up, at transit time.  I'm not using the 20" f/5 Tectron for Mars very much.  Instead I'm enjoying 
the decadence of the clock drive that the 12.5" f/6 Newtonian is equipped with.  This is the instrument 
that has been installed in the observatory.  For seeing the dark features I find that the red (W25) works 
well with the 20" f/5.  The orange (W21) works good with the 12.5" f/6.  If the seeing's bad and I stop 
down the 12.5" to a 4" f/19 I use the yellow (W15) or the yellow-green (W11). 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July’s Program 
“My 2001 Space Odyssey” 

Curtis Roelle will discuss the building of his new Observatory at the July 11 general meeting of the 
Westminster Astronomical Society at the Bear Branch Nature Center, starting at 7:30 p.m. EDT. 
 
The lecture will discuss the refurbishment of the building originally owned by Ron Smith, assembly at its new 
site near New Windsor, and the equatorial telescope housed under the dome. 
 
WAS officers have eclipse videos under lock and key so please be encouraged to attend. 
 

By Laura Block, Secretary 
Telescope User's Workshop 

 
Beginners and new members brought their telescopes to the parking lot of BBNC, it was filled with telescope 
of all types and mounts.   Beginners and the more seasoned amateurs alike showed off their equipment and 
traded hints and advice. 
 
Brian brought the 6" brass beast (aka the donated 6 inch refractor) out into the light of day. A star test was 
performed - optics still need a lot of work!   I learned I needed a larger finder according to the crowd’s 
consensus.   About 35 people attended last meeting. 

Minutes from June Meeting 
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Lunar and Solar Calendar Links 
To obtain Ray Sterner’s Lunar and Solar calendars, link to: 
 
http://fermi.jhuapl.edu/temp/almanac/westminster/2001/Moon_JUL_2001.pdf 
 
http://fermi.jhuapl.edu/temp/almanac/westminster/2001/Sun_JUL_2001.pdf 

Curt’s Star Party Announcement 
Curtis Roelle is pleased to announce that all WAS members are invited to a star party at his new observatory located near 
Marston (Taylorsville-New Windsor area) in western Carroll County.   
 
Star party starting time is 8 p.m. on Friday, July 20, the 32nd anniversary of the first manned Lunar landing.  The rain or 
"backup" date will be the following night, Saturday June 21, the anniversary of the first manned lunar liftoff. 
 
The last time a star party was held at the Marston site was on October 3, 1997, the 40th anniversary of the Sputnik 1 
liftoff.  The observatory building is Ron Smith's old Taylorsville observatory and has been completely refurbished.   
 
For information and directions, visit the "Marstown Observatory" web site at  
http://members.fortunecity.com/marstown/starparty.html. 
 
Also, consult pages 10 and 11 in this issue of the MDA. 
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The Winter Star Part, Part III 

I asked some of our group what was their favorite thing about the star party: 
 
Ron Smith:  Reuniting with old friends and meeting new friends. 
Gary Frieberger:   Making progress on the Herschel II List. 
Wanda Haxton:   That she wasn’t back in the snow in Maryland. 
Zoann Lapinski:   Completing the Messier Club by bagging M74 at dusk and M26 at dawn. 
Jeff Asner:   It was nice to relax in a tropical environment. 
Paul Henze:   Liked the warm environment and observing in shorts. 
Carl Koch:   Great planet viewing - best I’ve seen. Checked out McNaught- Hartley Comet  
   (in Hercules), Paul & I supported Al Nagler’s (televue) eventual retirement by  
   buying his 31mm Nagler! 
Phil Schmitz: Finally seeing Omega Centauri. 
 
Paul’s ability to sell his world famous binocular mounts continued at the WSP.  He sold one on Tuesday and
another on Wednesday.  He even sold the one he took to use!  One person bought the tripod and another
person bought the parallelogram! Unlike the rest of us, Paul brought home more money than he took! 
 
Paul and I took our cameras and walked around the field of telescopes.  We came across his customer that
only bought the parallelogram, he had his own tripod.  After talking to the customer for a few minutes, the
balance on the tripod shifted (we don’t know why, nobody touched the tripod) and the bino’s ended up on
the ground before anyone could grab them.  Fortunately, the binos seemed to be O.K..  The customer’s
tripod was not strong enough to support the parallelogram.  The moral of this story, don’t just buy the
parallelogram, buy the tripod as well.   
 
Clouds once again moved in around twilight, however the sky around Jupiter and Saturn was clear.  Details
on these two planets were incredible, the seeing in Florida is extremely steady.  We were again dodging the
clouds.  During the early evening, around dusk, we were treated to a lightning storm in the southern sky.  It
was moving East and was no threat to our observing.  My favorite “new” object of the night had to be
Hubble’s Variable Nebula (NGC2261).  I’m sure many early observers mistook this object for a comet, the
fantail is obvious.  This diffuse nebula is located in Monoceros, near NGC2264, a bright open cluster, which
includes the Cone Nebula.  There is Orion, still overhead, will I ever get used to it.  Around 2 AM, the dew
started to drop out of the sky.  We covered our scopes, and within minutes, the intensity of the rain picked
up.  By the time I got to the tent, it was raining rather heavily. 

Many thanks to WAS contributer Phil Schmitz who advised us that we had promised to bring you 
this third installment in the June MDA.  We know you will enjoy reading it.  [Ed.]   

Continued page 6 
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 Presidential Message, Continued 

Starpoints for July 2001 

solar filter of my choosing from Kendrick Astro Systems, the clouds went away and we were teased with 
clear skies.  The dew came about twenty minutes after observing (OK was not that bad).   
 
Mars was looking very good, with the help of Richard Orr we were able to identify the features. The two 
main features were the southern polar cap, and Hellis. 
 
At last count, 15 WAS members attended this years Mason-Dixon Star Party. 

By Curtis Roelle 
 

Use the Web for Planning When to Look Up 
 
Last month I mentioned that during May with the help from some my backyard observatory was 
completed.  Since its construction Marstown Observatory has also added a world wide web presence 
at http://members.fortunecity.com/marstown/.  Feel free to visit the dome on-line anytime day or 
night. 
 
In the meantime the observatory has been busy on clear nights keeping an eye pointed toward Mars 
which remains well placed during July having reached its closest point to the earth on the first day of 
Summer in June.  In July Mars' apparent diameter shrinks from its maximum size by about 13% to 
17.1 arc seconds. 
 
I recently received an electronic communication from a new amateur astronomer in Honolulu who 
asked, "So, please describe what you saw of Mars?"  He was using a brand new 5 inch Maksutov 
telescope.  He reported seeing Mars as "A big whitish ball," and asked, "Where's the red?" 
 
As Mars and Earth drew closer the red planet's apparent brightness increased.  To the naked eye its 
color changed from ruddy to orange and finally turned an almost golden color.  In telescopes it 
brightened as well appearing to turn pale.  In mid-sized and larger telescopes the color of Mars' 
deserts is a pale pink sometimes described as salmon.   
 
The darker Martian "seas" or Marae appear to have a brownish tint.  Depending on what side of 
Mars we are looking at there may be many features or Mars may appear rather bland. 

 

Continued on page 7



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Phil Schmitz - 3/2001 
 
2/23/01 AS.  Friday.  I woke up around 8 AM and decided to organize some of my gear, since we had to
leave the next morning.  Later on, I went over to the beach (ocean side) to take some pictures and to look for
the dreaded Portuguese man-of-war, but found none.  There were quite a few interesting coral formations
however. 
 
Around 2:30 PM, everyone had gone over to the “stage” for the talent(less) contest and more importantly,
the door prizes.  There were about four or five groups of “entertainers”, including Joe Haldeman, a science
fiction writer.  Joe was one of the co-winners of the contest, they both received a free pass to next year’s
WSP.  There were a lot of excellent door prizes, including subscriptions to Astronomy magazine, books, a
laminated Sky 2000 atlas, eyepieces, including a 31mm Nagler 2 inch eyepiece, an 8” Dobsonian telescope
and an 8” SCT.  Steve Jaworiwsky won a T-shirt and hat; Carl Koch won the Atlas of the Moon, and Zoann
Lapinsky won The Companion to The Sky Catalog 2000.  Al Nagler even won a door prize.  Other
Astronomy celebrities present at the star party (that I noticed) included Steve O’Meara, Richard Berry, and
Jack Horkheimer. 
 
That night, the wind was very bad and most of us had shut down by 9 PM. I saw a couple of “new” galaxies 
in Lepus. 
 
2/24/01. Saturday.  Steve and I broke camp and left around 8:40 AM.  Ron and Paul left about an hour
earlier and Mike Scalion was already on the road.  Gary Freiberger left shortly before us and Jeff Asner said
he would be on the road by about 9:30 AM.  Carl, Wanda and Zoann were staying another night.  We got
stuck in traffic for about an hour on the Florida Turnpike due to a one car accident.  We stayed at a
travelodge that night, near Summerton, SC.  Paul and Ron made it to Florence, SC. 
 
2/25/01. Sunday.  As I started to get in the Jeep, Sunday morning, I noticed the car next to us had a donut
spare tire on their car, nothing unusual about that, except that it was flat!  We left around 7 AM.  Saw
dogwood trees, in bloom, as far north as southern North Carolina, Spring is on the way.  Got to Steve’s
around 2:30 PM.  I had my gear packed in my car by 3 PM and I was home just after 3:30 PM.  Looks like
everyone got home O.K.  Mike Scalion got home around 1 PM on Sunday, a 22 hour drive,  Gary
Frieburger took about 22 hours also to get home, as did Ron and Paul’s trip. Carl and Wanda got home
around 3:30 PM on Monday (Remember, they stayed in Florida an extra day). Zoann got home O.K. too, in
about, you guessed it, 22 hours. 
 
Hope Orion is back where it belongs!!! 
 

Winter Star Party III Continued 
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WAS 130 - Part 1 

Starpoints for July, Continued 
By Curt Roelle 

 
 
Westminster Astronomical Society (WAS) member Matt Orsie found a PC (Windows) application on the web that 
appears to be quite useful for displaying features of Mars that visible at any given time.  It can also be used to predict 
when certain features, including the very difficult to see Martian moons Phobos and Deimos, may be visible.  The URL 
for this free Mars previewing program is http://members.nbci.com/marsprev/mpenglish.htm. 
   
To the chagrin of the amateur astronomer, summer months have more hours of sunlight than darkness.  Because of this 
the Sun is never very far below the local horizon, even at midnight.  Thus this is a good season for observing artificial 
earth satellites because even those, which are fairly low, may be illuminated by sunlight during the night making them 
visible to the naked eye. 
 
The brightest artificial satellite currently orbiting the Earth is the new International Space Station (ISS).  It is 
continuing to grow as new modules are added and as a result should continue to brighten with each new addition. 
 
The following URL for predicting when the ISS will be visible from cities around the world was provided courtesy of 
WAS member Richard Schoen: http://www.skypub.com/sights/satellites/iss_na.shtml. 
  
Richard is editor of the club's monthly newsletter, The Mason-Dixon Astronomer.  
 
Finally, a reminder that the next public planetarium program at the Bear Branch Nature Center (BBNC) is scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, July 28.  Please call the nature center at 410-876-9234 for reservation information. 
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Curt Roelle 

 
Several years ago a list of 120 fabulous deep sky objects and 10 interesting double and multiple stars was put together
by Ron Smith and Matt Orsie.  This catalog soon became known as the WAS 130.  Westminster Astronomical
Society members who observe all of the listed objects and provide verification in the form of an observing log are
rewarded with an attractive certificate. 
 
Most of the objects are bright and easy to find even with small telescopes.  In fact most can probably be seen in
binoculars, albeit as a faint smudge in most cases.     
 
Observers who have seen all of the objects in the Messier catalog have seen most of the objects included in the list.
However, in the spirit of the WAS 130, it is suggested to you, the reader, that these objects are worth the effort of re-
observing. 
 



 
 

  
 
To help get people started I plan to post my own visual impressions of each object in upcoming issues  of The 
Mason-Dixon Astronomer starting this month.  In each monthly installment no more than a half dozen objects 
will be highlighted.  At this leisurely pace any observer who can keep up shall complete the entire list in about 
two years. 
 
All observations for this series were made between July 11, 1999 and June 3, 2000 at my house four miles from 
New Windsor and 1/2 mile from the edge of Marston in Carroll County, Maryland.  Most observations were 
made with a Tectron "Classic" 20-inch f/5 Dobsonian telescope.  Depending on your choice of instrument and 
magnification and the sky conditions at the time you observe, your own results could vary. 
 
Many of the WAS 130 objects are either involved with or have other deep sky objects nearby.  These "bonus" 
objects will also be mentioned whenever appropriate. 
 
Each log entry will be presented in a four-column format.  The first column indicates constellation name using 
the standard three-character abbreviation.  The second column contains the NGC or IC catalog number and the 
Messier designation, if any, in parenthesis. 
 
The third column indicates the type of object.  Multiple stars are simply designated with an object type of "**".   
 
For deep sky objects three broad categories of type are used: (1) star clusters, (2) nebulae, and (3) galaxies.  
These are decomposed further into the two letter codes shown below. 
 

Star 
Clusters 

OC open cluster 

 GC globular cluster 

Nebulae DN diffuse nebula 

 PN planetary nebula 

Galaxies EG elliptical galaxy 

 SG spiral galaxy 

 BG barred spiral galaxy 

 IR irregular galaxy 

Object types  
 
The fourth column of the log contains the descriptive observing notes, including the observation date, 
instrument, magnification, and any special devices (i.e. nebula filters) that were employed.  Finally, the Right 
Ascension (R.A.), Declination (Dec.), and Magnitude (mag.) of the object is presented. 
 
Let us begin part 1 by discussing five objects from the Summer constellations Cygnus (swan), Scutum Sobieski 
(Sobieski's shield) and Serpens Cauda (the serpent's head).  Each of these constellations are near the meridian at 
10 p.m. local time in mid July.  This month's objects include three open clusters (OC), two globular clusters 
(GC), and a double star (**).  Two (M11 and M16) are also members of the Messier catalog. 
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WAS 130, Continued 



 
 

Con Obj.  Description 

CYG Beta ** 1999-Aug-11:  Famous double Albireo, my favorite double star.  Widely separated 
blue and gold components.  Beautiful when viewed through the 20" Tectron with an 8" 
aperture mask. 
 
R.A. 19h 30.7m, Dec. +30.0 (2000); mags. 3.1/5.1 

SCT N6705 
(M11) 

OC 1999-Aug-09: Flying Geese or Wild Duck Cluster. Rectangular box of stars at 195x.  
Two parallel lines of stars run s.p.-n.f. west of box.  Some arcs and bands of stars n.f. 
of box.  Bright yellow star near box's center. 
 
Cluster appears triangular when viewed in 8" instrument. 
 
R.A. 18h 51.1m, Dec. -06.3 (2000); mag. 5.8 

SCT N6712 GC 1999-Aug-09: Pretty large and pretty bright at 105x.  Unresolvable.  Quite a few stars 
resolved at 362x.   
 
[Let it drift for 1.5 minutes and planetary nebula IC 1295 will be on south side of 195x 
field (mislabeled IC 1298 in Sky Atlas 2000).] 
 
R.A. 18h 53.1m, Dec. -8.7 (2000); mag. 8.2 

SER N6604 OC 2000-Jun-03:  Not plotted in Tirion atlas but is included in Uranometria.  Smattering of 
stars, mostly on north side of a mag. 8 field star. 
 
R.A. 18h 18.1m, Dec. -12.2 (2000); mag. 6.5 

SER N6611 
(M16) 

OC 2000-Jun-03:  NGC 6611 denotes the open cluster in this cluster-in-nebulosity.  Cluster 
is large, very coarse, and broadly scattered.  With no filter at 195x no nebulosity is 
apparent. 
 
The bonus object here is the Eagle Nebula itself, IC 4703.  At 63x the densest region 
of the cluster is engulfed in nebulosity with the use of a UHC filter. 
 
At 195x both UHC and OIII filters show the nebulosity well, including the dark nebula 
within which is the true Eagle Nebula.  In the past  I recall favoring the OIII filter for 
viewing this object but tonight both UHC and OIII are working quite fine.  The actual 
eagle shape however is not apparent. 
 
No nebulosity was visible with the OIII filter at 362x.  Light loss was too significant. 
 
18h 18.8m, -13.8 (2000); mag.6.0 
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WAS 130, Continued 



Site Map For Marston Observatory 
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From Westminster, Reisterstown, North Baltimore:  

1. Take Md. 140 to Md. 27. (From North Baltimore first take I-795 west to Md. 140.)  
2. Take Md. 27 south toward Taylorsville.  
3. Turn west (right) on Md. 407 (Marston Road). The intersection is just prior to a Little George's 

convenience store.  
4. Continue approx. 2 miles until you come to a green sign which says, "Bowersox Rd." (If you reach 

Bowersox Road you have gone about 1/2 block too far; turn around and go back.)  
5. Turn right onto a blacktop apron a few feet before the sign. The apron is located between two houses 

whose addresses are 2601 and 2607 Marston Road.  
6. Keeping your headlights on, drive down the grassy lane between the two houses; it opens up beyond 

them.  
7. Eventually you will see a hedge of young trees along the left side of your car.  
8. Keeping the hedge on your left, follow it until it stops at some bushes and turn right, continuing to 

drive uphill.  
9. When you reach the fenceline, turn off your headlights and continue carefully up the hill.  
10. Parking and observing will be along the left side of the driving path. The observatory is near the crest 

of the hill.  
11. Consult site map for additional on-site directions to the observing area.  

From Mt. Airy, Montgomery County, Howard County, and South Baltimore:  
1. Take Md. 27 North toward Taylorsville. (From South Baltimore first take I-70 west to Md. 27.)  
2. Drive through Taylorsville (crossing Md. 26). Continue on Md. 27 approx. 2 miles and turn west 

(left) on Md. 407 (Marston Road). The intersection is just beyond a Little George's convenience 
store.  

3. Continue approx. 2 miles until you come to a green sign which says, "Bowersox Rd." (If you reach 
Bowersox Road you have gone about 1/2 block too far; turn around and go back.)  

4. Turn right onto a blacktop apron a few feet before the sign. The apron is located between two houses 
whose addresses are 2601 and 2607 Marston Road.  

5. Keeping your headlights on, drive down the grassy lane between the two houses; it opens up beyond 
them.  

6. Eventually you will see a hedge of young trees along the left side of your car.  
7. Keeping the hedge on your left, follow it until it stops at some bushes and turn right, continuing to 

drive uphill.  
8. When you reach the fenceline, turn off your headlights and continue carefully up the hill.  
9. Parking and observing will be along the left side of the driving path. The observatory is near the crest 

of the hill.  
10. Consult site map for additional on-site directions to the observing area.  

From Frederick County:  
1. Take Md. 26 East to Libertytown.  
2. Once past the town, turn north (left) onto Md. 31.  
3. Continue north on Md. 31 into Carroll County.  
4. Turn southeast (right) on Md. 407 (Marston Road), and continue on through the little burg of 

Marston while staying on Md. 407 by turning left at the 3-way stop in the village center.  
5. Continue past Bowersox Rd about 1/2 block and turn west (left) onto a blacktop apron located 

between two houses whose addresses are 2601 and 2607 Marston Road.  
6. Keeping your headlights on, drive down the grassy lane between the two houses; it opens up beyond 

them.  
7. Eventually you will see a hedge of young trees along the left side of your car.  
8. Keeping the hedge on your left, follow it until it stops at some bushes and turn right, continuing to 

drive uphill.  
9. When you reach the fenceline, turn off your headlights and continue carefully up the hill.  
10. Parking and observing will be along the left side of the driving path. The observatory is near the crest 

of the hill.  
11. Consult site map for additional on-site directions to the observing area.  Page 11 

Directions to Curt’s Star Party 


