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Our membership meeting will be July 8 at Bear Branch Nature Center.  Our guest speaker will be Tom 
Reinert. His talk is titled “Light Pollution Reconsidered”. Tom is a retired Washington, D.C., attorney and 
immediate Past president of DarkSky International, who spent most of his career representing airlines and 
railroads in labor and employment matters. His work included extensive experience translating complex 
scientific expert testimony for lay decision-makers. He is a graduate of Harvard College and Harvard Law 
School. 

His environmental advocacy includes a decade working with local riverkeeper organizations on the Chesa-
peake Bay in Maryland to combat water pollution. In 2013, seeing the Andromeda Galaxy with his naked 
eye from atop Kitt Peak rekindled his interest in astronomy and inspired a commitment to reducing light 
pollution. 
 
Now residing in Northern Virginia and wintering in the desert outside Tucson, Tom and his wife Chris travel 
extensively throughout the western United States seeking dark sky locations. For several years, he has vol-
unteered with DarkSky on legal and national public policy issues.  
 
July 11 is our monthly planetarium show and star party at Bear Branch Nature Center. And the member-
only star party there is July 10 to 12. The new moon is the 14th.  
 
We’re running a lot of events this month. Check out the calendar on the next page of this Update for de-
tails. 
 
Our annual picnic will be Saturday August 1 at the pavilion at Bear Branch. It’s a potluck, so let us know 
what you’ll be bringing by entering that data here: https://westminsterastro.groups.io/g/main/table?
id=37370&lv=&p=,,,20,0,0,0  
 
Did you know there’s a solar eclipse coming? It’s not getting much press as it’s not much of an eclipse, with 
only about 5% of the sun getting obscured, but through a telescope (with safe solar filters!) it will be fun to 
observe. We’re having an event August 12 at 12:30 at Bear Branch to watch it. You’ll definitely want to take 
a peek through our special solar scope. 
 
We’re looking for volunteers to present at upcoming membership meetings about, well, anything of astron-
omy interest. Maybe meteor showers, demos of your equipment, items of historical interest, the science of 
astronomy, etc. The sky is the limit (so to speak). Email Laurie to volunteer: treasur-
er@westminsterastro.org. 
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Outreach Events 

WASI holds many events to introduce the public to the wonders of the night sky. We’re always looking for 

members to help out with these. It’s fun and who knows… you might encourage a youngster to become the 

next Carl Sagan. Questions? Email president@westminsterastro.org.  

Here’s this month’s calendar. If you go to the calendar web page (https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/events/wasi/) 

and click on an event it will give more details. 

mailto:president@westminsterastro.org
https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/events/wasi/
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Membership Season Updates 

 

Dues were due in MAY in line with Astronomical League (A.L.) deadlines and membership.  All WASI mem-
bership cards show membership good through June 30 of your chosen payment year, after which (if re-
newal payment isn’t received), access to “groups.io” is deleted, access to “members only” activities is no 
longer applicable, and Night Sky Network (NSN) permissions are reduced from “member” to “contact.”  
Check your membership card or NSN profile to see when your membership ends and refer any questions 
to Treasurer@westminsterastro.org.  Upon receipt of dues, reactivation is usually completed within a 
week, but since A.L. dues and rosters are submitted quarterly, there may be a gap in A.L. membership up 
to 3 months (affecting Reflector subscription, A.L. participation, and award eligibility).   

The work of membership and treasury is performed by the Treasurer (a labor or love??), and on a com-
pletely volunteer basis.  Many thanks to everyone who renewed in a timely manner, provided words of 
encouragement, and for your understanding.  Now for some data on the end of this membership year: 

• As of 6/24 our membership includes 127 households inclusive of 175  

• This compares with 2024, 112 households inclusive of 137 people, and 2025, 116 households with 138 
people 

• Each year, more members are opting for multi-year memberships at a reduced annual price and less 
volunteer time for processing.  As of this writing, 46% are currently due for renewal in 2027.  Folks can 
renew for more years at any time. 

 

Additional Membership notes 

 

WASI membership FAQs are located here:  https://westminsterastro.groups.io/g/main/files/Membership 
and hard copy was mail with every new/renewal card sent this season.   

 
The ‘groups.io’ invite says membership cards get mailed by the end of the month.  On average the new 
and renewed cards go out in less than a week. 
 

 

file:///I:/DataGeneral/WASI%20on%20I/WASI%20ATE/club%20activities/newletter/Treasurer@westminsterastro.org
https://westminsterastro.groups.io/g/main/files/Membership
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What’s Up for July 

 

If you miss this broadcast, check the Astronomical League’s YouTube channel for playback.  This 
broadcast includes a more detailed presentation of what to look for in July 2026 skies.:  https://
www.youtube.com/@astronomical.league 

 

Also, on the Astronomical League (A.L.) channel, some highlights of observing and Citizen Science 
programs and challenges:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EDq3N0G6cmI 

https://www.youtube.com/@astronomical.league
https://www.youtube.com/@astronomical.league
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EDq3N0G6cmI
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