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Our membership meeƟng will be March 11 at Bear Branch Nature Center. Join us at 7:00 for Curt Roelle’s 
talk about Ron Smith’s method of conducƟng a Messier Marathon. This is a good Ɵme of year for trying to 
snag these 110 objects. Charles Messier was a comet hunter who composed (most of) this list of objects to 
avoid when hunƟng comets. Ironically, these are now considered some of the best things to observe in the 
night sky. The list comprises objects from M1—the Crab Nebula, a remnant of a supernova that exploded in 
the year 1054, lighƟng up the dayƟme sky, to M110, a satellite galaxy of Andromeda (which is M31).  
 
Then, at 7:30 our guest speaker is Fr. Richard D’Souza, who is the Superior of the Jesuit community aƩached 
to the VaƟcan Observatory. The topic of this talk will be on galacƟc archaeology. Fr. D’Souza will demon-
strate how we can infer the past histories of nearby galaxies like the Milky Way to understand how their past 
mergers influenced the shape of galaxies. The outskirts of these galaxies contain vital informaƟon of the past 
merger history of the galaxy and is made up of the stars of destroyed galaxies. With the aid of models con-
structed from large computer simulaƟons, we can infer the most massive galaxy that has merged into the 
main galaxy. Finally, he will demonstrate how this can be applied to our closest neighbour - the Andromeda 
galaxy. We can infer that the Andromeda galaxy merged with a galaxy half the size of the Milky Way nearly 2
-3 Billion years ago, and the stellar disk of Andromeda survived this crash.  
 
March 14 is our monthly planetarium show and star party at Bear Branch Nature Center. And March’s mem-
ber-only star party there is March 13-15. The new moon is the 19th.  
 
Highlight of the month: A total lunar eclipse early on March 3. See page 3 for more info. 
 
Want to be able to run the planetarium? It’s fun and a big help. May’s membership meeƟng will have a 
training session by Al Ansorge. 
 
We’re looking for a volunteer to demo the use of our Lunt solar scope at the June meeƟng. Please let the 
secretary (secretary@westminsterastro.org) know if you’re interested. 
 
And we’re looking for volunteers to present at the July through December membership meeƟngs about, 
well, anything of astronomy interest. Maybe meteor showers, demos of your equipment, etc. The sky is the 
limit (so to speak). Email Laurie to volunteer: treasurer@westminsterastro.org. 
 
March is Women’s History Month.  We’re hosƟng an event on women in astronomy on Sunday, March 8, 6 
p.m. at St. James, Mt. Airy; 1307 N. Main St., Mt. Airy, MD 21771, followed by a star party.  We are welcome 
to stay as late as we like should we find the condiƟons favorable.  hƩps://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/club/wasi/
events/118442/ 
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Outreach Events 
WASI holds many events to introduce the public to the wonders of the night sky. We’re always looking for 
members to help out with these. It’s fun and who knows… you might encourage a youngster to become the 
next Carl Sagan. QuesƟons? Email president@westminsterastro.org.  

Here’s this month’s calendar. If you go to the calendar web page (hƩps://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/events/wasi/) 
and click on an event it will give more details. 



 

WASI Update, March 2026                                                      Page 3 

What’s Up Basics 

March 2026 – by Laurie V. Ansorge 

We’re in the biannual eclipse season and there’s a lunar eclipse this month.  The graphic below explains the 
phenomenon of eclipse seasons.  For the posiƟons of the Earth/Moon system around the sun in the picture, 
think of this as the spring/fall seasons of the orbit around the sun, where the Ɵming is somewhat near the 
equinoxes. 
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NoƟce the alƟtude for the Ɵme of 
the eclipse as the moon sets just as 
the eclipse is geƫng underway. 

The last Ɵme we were able to view 
a full lunar eclipse from Bear 
Branch Nature Center was March 
25, 2025, and yes, the clouds held 
off unƟl aŌer the umbral shadow 
had passed. 

Here are some useful sites: 

hƩps://www.Ɵmeanddate.com/eclipse/
eclipse-season.html 

hƩps://www.Ɵmeanddate.com/eclipse/
total-lunar-eclipse.html 

hƩps://www.Ɵmeanddate.com/eclipse/
in/usa/balƟmore?iso=20260303 
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Coming up:  ALCON 2026 in CincinnaƟ.  It’s been a while since an ALCON (Astronomical League ConvenƟon) 
was this close to home.  hƩps://www.alcon2026.org/  Dates:  August 12-15, 2026. As of this wriƟng, regis-
traƟon isn’t open yet but the link allows for signing up for receiving noƟce when the site is up and running  

On the lighter (ahem) side: From the Monroeville Breeze, Indiana, on September 20, 1934: 


