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Our membership meeting will be May 13 at Bear Branch Nature Center.  
 
Our guest speaker will be Brad Tucker, who is an Astrophysicist/Cosmologist and Associate Professor at the 
Research School of Astronomy and Astrophysics, Mt. Stromlo Observatory and the National Centre for the 
Public Awareness of Science, at the Australian National University.  
 
He’s leading programs to understand why and how stars blow up, measure the growth of the Universe, and 
developing an ultraviolet space telescope. Brad is also studying light pollution by quantify its impacts on hu-
mans and society, as well as working with industry on solutions. He is also interested in how science fiction 
increases awareness, inspiration, and knowledge of these topics. He also uses machine learning and AI to 
gain insights into aspects of science communication research and discourse that are missed by other meth-
ods. 
 
Brad frequently gives talks to school groups and the public about Astronomy and has regular segments on 
various radio and TV stations. He has also developed a series of Astronomy coins with the Royal Australian 
Mint, consulted on science fiction movies, and has been featured in TV specials. He is currently in the pro-
cess of writing his first popular book and has developed an online Astronomy course. 
 
May 9 is our monthly planetarium show and star party at Bear Branch Nature Center. And the member-only 
star party there is May 15-17. The new moon is the 16th.  
 
Want to be able to run the planetarium? It’s fun and a big help. May’s membership meeting will have a 
training session by Al Ansorge. 
 
We’re looking for a volunteer to demo the use of our Lunt solar scope at the July meeting. Please let the 
secretary (secretary@westminsterastro.org) know if you’re interested. 
 
And we’re looking for volunteers to present at the August through December membership meetings about, 
well, anything of astronomy interest. Maybe meteor showers, demos of your equipment, etc. The sky is the 
limit (so to speak). Email Laurie to volunteer: treasurer@westminsterastro.org. 
 
Did you have to take a required minimum distribution on investment accounts, or did your tax return have a 
nice surprise in terms of a refund? WASI is a 501 (c)(3) organization, so any gift is tax deductible. Contact 
treasurer@westminsterastro.org for more information. 
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Outreach Events 

WASI holds many events to introduce the public to the wonders of the night sky. We’re always looking for 

members to help out with these. It’s fun and who knows… you might encourage a youngster to become the 

next Carl Sagan. Questions? Email president@westminsterastro.org.  

Here’s this month’s calendar. If you go to the calendar web page (https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/events/wasi/) 

and click on an event it will give more details. 

mailto:president@westminsterastro.org
https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/events/wasi/
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We have the blessing from BBNC et al to move the tree planted last fall that endangers the observatory’s 
northwest views.  It's the larger tree at the end of the new walkway to the new pavilion. 

We need helping hands and tools!  

Please RSVP so we know we have enough help.  This tree is the same kind that's grown on the island in the 
observatory parking lot so it will grow tall and wide.  The roots should not have spread from the root ball 
just yet. 

The first date, May 10, is Mother's day, and the second date, May 17, is a rain date.  Meet in the observato-

ry parking lot. 

More info here: https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/club/wasi/events/125401/   

May is dues renewal month!  While memberships are good through June 30, to meet the deadlines for eve-

rything, payment is needed in May.  Those who are up for renewal in 2026 have gotten an email remind-

er.  We take cash, check (can be through your online banking), and PayPal, and you can catch Laurie at an 

event or the May meeting.  (PayPal link here, and QR code below).  

More WASI News 

https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/club/wasi/events/125401/
https://www.paypal.com/paypalme/WAstroSInc?country.x=US&locale.x=en_US
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