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Our membership meeting will be September 9 at Bear Branch Nature Center.   
 
Lou Mayo is our speaker. There are a handful of fundamental questions that remain to be answered. The 
answers to these questions, besides generating more questions, have the power to change every element 
of society, our belief systems, and our sense of who we are. Among these sits the question “Are we alone?”. 
Is the Earth the only life sustaining planet in the universe? Is extraterrestrial life possible? Is it probable? 
Could it be intelligent? The information needed to answer these questions span the fields of physics, chem-
istry, biology, and, of course, astronomy. The answer to this ultimate of questions is terrifying, either way. 
 
In this presentation, we will explore the current state of knowledge surrounding life on Earth and what it 
may tell us about physical conditions necessary for extraterrestrial life. We will survey the solar system for 
possible life sustaining environments and look further out at extrasolar planets and planetary systems.   
 
September 12 is our monthly planetarium show and star party at Bear Branch Nature Center. And the 
member-only star party there is September 11-13. The new moon is the 11th.  
 
Bear Branch is holding the yearly Monarch 
Fest on September 12. WASI will open the 
planetarium and observatory. It’s from 10 to 
2. The nature center will release their Mon-
archs for their long journey south to Mexico. 
(For a great read about these creatures, 
check out Flight Behavior by Barbara King-
solver. While fiction, it’s chock full of inter-
esting Monarch tidbits). 
 
We’re looking for volunteers to present at 
upcoming membership meetings about, 
well, anything of astronomy interest. Maybe 
meteor showers, demos of your equipment, 
items of historical interest, the science of 
astronomy, etc. The sky is the limit (so to 
speak). Email Laurie to volunteer: treasur-
er@westminsterastro.org. 
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Outreach Events 

WASI holds many events to introduce the public to the wonders of the night sky. We’re always looking for 

members to help out with these. It’s fun and who knows… you might encourage a youngster to become the 

next Carl Sagan. Questions? Email president@westminsterastro.org.  

Here’s this month’s calendar. If you go to the calendar web page (https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/events/wasi/) 

and click on an event it will give more details. 
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Smart Scopes for Use 

Dwarf Lab has partnered with WASI for long term loan of a Dwarf 3 and Dwarf Mini smart scope with this ca-
veat:  provide pictures of people using it and pictures taken with it.  Here are the details: 

Preference/priority on use is for outreach events (if, for example, you are hosting a family event, please 
be sure to post on NSN for club ‘credit,’ and you can mark it as private) 

To borrow a scope, contact WASI Loaner Scope Librarian, Curt Roelle:  roelle1@yahoo.com 

***Send pictures to Curt roelle1@yahoo.com and Laurie Ansorge treasurer@westminsterastro.org; we’ll 
get them to the right places (and we’ll make sure to edit faces as needed)*** 

Use of these scopes requires downloading an app on your smart phone:  https://www.dwarflab.com/us/
pages/dwarflab-app-firmware-download 

NOTE:  we are explicitly NOT promoting a specific product, scope, or manufacturer.  We have established 
a clear understanding with Dwarf of this stance.  We have received a large number of brochures, stick-
ers, magnets and a few branded ball caps from Dwarf that can we laid out with handouts for the pub-
lic and members’ use. 

If there are Dwarf experts in the club to help with usage questions, please self-identify. 

Information, specs and ‘how-tos’on:  (both can be used for daytime terrestrial & night sky) 

Dwarf Mini:  https://www.dwarflab.com/us/pages/dwarf-mini-smart-telescope 

Dwarf 3:  https://www.dwarflab.com/us/pages/astronomy-with-dwarf-3-smart-telescope 

 
***UPDATE:  Our “payment due” for getting to use these scopes is providing Dwarflab with pictures (they’ll 
presumably choose from for marketing).  Turns out from talking to other clubs at ALCON, they’ve been mak-
ing this offer to many other clubs too.  Curt, Skip and Laurie continue to get requests for these pictures. 

 
Need a release for anyone recognizable in your pictures?  Please download and use one from groups.io and 
submit with your photos:  https://westminsterastro.groups.io/g/main/files/Downloadables 

ALCON 2026, Cincinnati Update 

A more complete ‘event report’ will be featured in the next quarterly newsletter.  Some highlights include: 

• WASI member Matt Orsie received his “Master Observer” program plaque.  He earned it >20 years ago, 
but since awardees must attend and pick up the plaque in person at an ALCON, this is where he finally re-
ceived it. 

• There’s a new observing program on Exoplanets. 

• The ‘For Your Eyes Only’ program https://www.astroleague.org/for-your-eyes-only-observing-award/ now 
also receives a pin.  No telescope is needed to complete this one, and you can choose 8 of 14 programs to 
do to complete this observing level. 

• Advanced Herschel and Observing programs now also earn pins. 
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