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July Meeting: 31st at WHNC

WAS member Mike Potter apent June obaerving from the Iaraeli
countryside uasing a 40-inch telesacope. Mike will tell what ia
the nature of hia work, what waa accomplished, and why Iarael waa
aelected as the obaerving site. He haa aome alidea taken through
the teleacope during infrequent lulla in the obaerving progranm.
The meeting is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Wednesday July 31, in Rm.
111 of Lewia Science Hall, Weatern Maryland College, in
Westminater.

President’s Message

Summer is in full swing and the days are once again getting
shorter, to the advantage of the aatronomer. The evenings are
warm and balmy, often aticky and humid, with hazy saskiea. The
nightbirds sing till dawn, and the rooster crowas at 3:00 a.m.
The moaguitoea are getting thick. Neighbora enjoy midnight
bashes with bright floodlighta creaming defenseless satarlight.
Bata flutter around the garage aa I regain my compoaure, atooping
with shaking handa to pick up Tirion chart #22 from the floor.
Yea, I like Summer, but I really miaa Winter.

There is a lot of nocturnal wildlife out there not including
aatronomera. Laat year Carroll County had the higheat number of
confirmed rabiea in Maryland, aoc 1t paya to be cautioua while
obaerving. If a atrange animal approaches you or your teleacope,
go inaide or get 1into your car; do not take chancea. The
intruder will aoon leave. I once cbaerved from Claytor Lake
State Park in Virginia when a akunk came up in the dark and
aniffed my bare foot. I don’t know who waa more scared, mnme
feeling that wet noase, or the akunk after I jumped five feet in
the air. Have a warm, aafe, and clear aummer.

Curt Roelle

Westminster Welcome Wagon

Three visitors at the WAS Astronomy Day June &€ have become

members. Welcome aboard the following:
Kenneth Flynn Jr. Joah Fortenbaugh Joe Pekala
S03 David Court 2430 Braddock Rd. 3300 Hooper Rd.
Mt. Airy, 21771 Mt. Airy, 21771 New Windasor, 21176

Record Turnout at July Star Party

The July 19 star party at Blaine Roelke’s was the best
attended in club history. At least ten instruments were present
including a 13.1" reflector , three 8" telealcopea, two 3"
refractors, and assorted smaller refractors and reflectors [this
writer noticed other inatrumenta including a C8 ahamefully lying
unused in parked vehiclesal. The teleascope of honor waa Mike
Potter’a 17.5" open-tube fork-mounted Newtonian, newly inatalled

WAS V2.7 1 7785



inside the Roelke observatory. There were nearly 30 people
present representing WAS and the Baltimore Aatronomical Society,
including 12 from the Space Teleacope Science Inatitute in

Baltimore.

Comet Halley Recovery Star Party August 16

Returning after 75 years to the Auguat WAS atar party ia
none other than Halley’s Comet. The firat ever WAS "Halley
Reacue" atar party will be Friday, Auguat 16, at Curt Roelle’a
home, atarting around 8:30-9:00 p.n. Note that the comet will
not be well placed for obaervation until ahortly before dawn, ao
be prepared. Pleaase help us recover this historical comet.

The addreas is 3481 Salem Bottom Road, Weatminater. Call
848-6384 for directiona or to confirm the event in caae of
weather. Although never a problem before July’a party, overflow
parking will be at Salem United Methodiast Church, acroaa the
atreet and a block South. Please leave enough room at the baae
of the driveway for satellite parkeras to unload before going to
park their vehicle. There are no shouldera to park on.

Astronomy i
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Be:ls

The following is yet another definition from the Prairie
Astronomer, newaletter of the Prairie Astronomy Club, Lincoln,
Nebraska:

APPARENT MAGNITUDE: The apparent brightness of a star
or other celestial body, expressed in terms of the
aystem of atellar magnitudes. The aystem had itsa
origina in the claaaification by brightneaa of aome
thousand atara carried out by Hipparchua in the
second century B.C., and was standardized by Pogson
in 1850. The mean of the twenty brighteat atara in
the asky ia defined to be magnitude 1 (or firat
magnitude), while the fainteat atara normally viaible
to the unaided eye on a clear dark night are aaid to
be of magnitude & (or 6th magnitude); atara which are
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between these extremes take intermediate values of
magnitude. Thua, the brighter the satar, the lower
ite magnitude. 6th magnitude stars are defined to be
100 times fainter than 1l1lat magnitude atars, i.e. a
difference of 5 magnitudea correaponds to a
difference in brightneaa of a factor of 100. The
acale ia logarithmic.

TE MAGNITUDE: The Apparent Magnitude which a
atar would have if it were located at a atandard
diatance from the Earth of 10 paraeca (32.6 1light
yeara) . Clearly the apparent magnitude of a atar
dependa upon the ammount of light 1t emita
(luminosity) and on its distance (brightness
diminishes as the square of the distance); if all
stars were at the same distance then their apparent
magnitudea would be true indicatora of their relative
lumnincaitiea. By definition, the abaolute magnitudea
of atara provide a meaaure of their relative
luminosities, by comparing the apparent brightneas
which atara would have if they lay at the asame

diatance.
WAS CALENDAR
July 31 7:30 p.m. EDT Monthly Meeting at Lewis Hall
August 11-12 Perseid Meteors peak before dawn

16 6:06 a.m. EDT New Moon
16 8:30 p.m. EDT Halley Rescue Star Party
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Westminater Astronomical Society

3481 Salem Bottom Road
Weatminater, Maryland 21157



