WESTMINSTER ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY
of Carroll County, Maryland

Newsletter for December 13985, Vol 2 No 12

"Halley’s Comet for Christmas' Public Star Party

The Westminster Astronomical Society, in cooperation with
the Carroll County Parks & Recreation Department, shall present
Halley’s Comet to the public, on Saturday December 14. Lake
Hashawa, north of Westminster, is the site of the star party. A
map 1ia encloaed with thia isaue. The club will have aeveral
teleacopeas set up to ahow the comet and other interesting
caeleatial objecta to the public and other club membera that come.
The more teleacopea there are, the more objecta we can obaerve
aimultaneocualy. A alide program shall alao be presented on

Halley’s comet. We need volunteera to help fill these poaitiona:
TELESCOPE OPERATORS (TO): Four to six teleacopea ahall be
available for observing. One TO shall be required to man

each inastrument. The TO shall maintain the alignment of the
teleacope on the given object. The TO ahall anawer gqueationsa
about the object being obaerved, or about his telescope.
The TO ahould bring hia own inatrument or borrow one.

AUDIO VISUAL TECHNICIAN <AV Tech): Two AV Techs shall be
needed to run the slide projector and tape recorder. The
program acundtrack ia on casaette and will need to be
rewound between shows. The slide proj=ctor must be advanced
manually. Although a one-man job, two are needed ao that
the equipment ia never left unattended. The slide show will
be repreated several timea during the =vening.

USHERS: The ushers shall help guests find their way safely
from the building in which they watch the slide show, to the
location a ahort diastance away where they will be able to

view Halley’s Comet. The ushera shall be armed with
flashlights, preferably red light, to help preserve night
viaion. (Several layera of red cellophane may be attached

to the £flashlight with a rubber band.) Two to four uahers
are needed.

It is not known how many people shall come to view the
comet, although the number can be conaiderable. We need a good
turnout of volunteera for aeveral reasona. Some of the viaitora
may be intereated in joining WAS, and it ia important for them to
know that we enjoy what we do and that we have fun doing it. If
we make a favorable impreaaion on the Parka Department, we may be
aasked to return periodically (e.g. twice a year) and aupport
public viewing aeaaiona. Perhapa we may be able to have aome of
our club atar parties in atate-owned areaa.

If you have any questions, or wish to volunteer for any of
the above mentioned positiona, or have thought of asomething elsze
you can do (such as making signs), call either Eugene Sterner
(346-7725) or Curt Roelle (848-6384). Pleaae volunteer even if
it is only for an hour or so. Even if you cannot volunteer to
help, come anyway. Thia may be your best and only chance to aee
Halley’as Comet until 2061.

The public obaerving begina at 7:00 p.m. and enda at 11:00
p.m. Membera are asked to come no later than 6:00 so that we can
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get the projector/screen and telescopes set up. Hopefully, the
club can watch the alide ahow once together before the public
begina arriving.

AS Welcome Wagon

WAS has five new memberahipa on the booka. This succeas can
probably be ashared between the Fall Aastronomy Day in October, and
the recent fame of Halley’s Comet. The Westminster Astronomical

Society welcomea aboard the following new membera: Don Thatcher,
Andrew Blumberg, Nancy Raab, Jim Bittle, and Ray and Sharleen
Sterner.

President’s Report

We can all feel Halley in the air. Members have reported
being bombarded with gqueationa from frienda and atrangera. My
weekendas are booked with atar parties and the promise to preaent
Halley’s to amall groups. Peraonal frienda from the Waahington
and Baltimore areas shall be coming out on weeknighta for their
turn to feaat their eyea on the travelling show. Some folks who
have remembered that old telescope in the garage or attic, either
inherited or purchased at a yard sale for 210, are dropping them
off hoping that minor adjuatmenta can repair yeara of neglect,
duat, and cobweba. The phone haa rang late at night with people
aaking "I got your number from (blank)...can you tell me where I
can find Halley‘a Comet?"

Public interest is peaking and WAS must be prepared to deal
with the demand for information and observing opportunities.
Whether you want it or not, if you own a telesacope, you will have
many of your curiocus frienda calling you up for a look. To help
centralize acome of thia intereat, WAS and Carroll County sahall
hold a public star party on Saturday, December 14, from 7:00 p.m.
to 11:00 p.m. Pleaae read the detaila at the beginning of this
newsletter if you have not already. We need everyone’s help.

The 1986 convention of the Astronomical League will be held
in Baltimore during August. WAS members ahall shortly be League
nembera, and several are active in the planning and preparation
of the convention. The aggresaive Mike Potter ia the Convention
Chairman.

In other newa the Hatter Planetarium in Gettysburg will have
a Christmaa program on Sunday, December 15. Elsewhere in the
Newsletter are details on where and when to meet.

Since Western Maryland College is closed, there shall be no
December meeting. Please plan to come to the "Comet for
Chriatmaa'" atar party on the 14th inatead, and the Hatter
Planetarium Chriatmaa program on the 15th. I wiah you all a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Curtia W. Roelle

1986 Astronomical League National Convention in Baltimore
Every year the Aatronomical League (A.L.) holda a National

Convention in a city which playa hoat to hundreda of guesta from
around the country. It ia a very ambitiouas undertaking and few
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clubs ever actually host a natiocnal convention. The Baltimore
Aatronomical Society (BAS) has offered to host the 1986 national
convention, AatroCon 86, which will run from August 5-10. The
convention shall be held at the College of Notre Dame. The early
attendeea will be able to go on toura of the National Air and
Space Museum, NASA Goddard Space Flight Center, or observe with
the hiatoric 26" refractor at the U.S5. Naval Obaervatory. The
bulk of the convention will feature papera and other programa by
noted amateur aa well aa profeasaional aatronomera.

As an added bonus, the Space Telescope is scheduled to be
launched by the Space Shuttle during the convention. Since the
Space Teleacope Science Inatitute ia in Baltimore, thia ahould be
cne of the highlighta of the convention. The Institute, located
at the Johna Hopkina Campua, had planned to help underwrite the
convention. Unfortunately, the Inatitute’a agreement with the
Aasaociation of Univeraitiea for Reaearch in Astronomy (AURA)
prohibits such ventures, and the convention was forced to move to
Notre Dame. Notre Dame appeara to be very sasatiafactory in
meeting the needs of the convention. The Institute however,
remains a major focal point of the convention.

WAS Obsaserving Chairman and BAS member Mike Potter hasa
asasumed the awesome role of Convention Chairman. Mike writes the
Obaervational Aatronomy newaletter which ia available free to WAS
membera, and was also the prime builder of the 17.5" telescope at
Key Observatory. Several other ogranizationa are planning to
participate. These organizations are!:

L-5 Soiety

Planetary Society

Space Studiea Inatitute

Young Aatronauts Program

Aasociation of Lunar and Planetary Observera (ALPO)

International Amateur Profesaional Photolectric Photometry
(IAPPP)

International Occultation Timing Association (IOTA)

At leaat one major apeaker shall lecture each day papera are
preaented at the convention. Bootha ahall be aet up for amateur
aa well as commercial diaplaya, which may include apace art
salea. There ashall be a Saturday night bangquet aa well aa a
reception at the Maryland Science Center, located at Baltimore’sa
Inner Harbor.

WAS shall be joining the League at the end of this year.
Several WAS members who are also members of BAS are on the
Planning Committee. If you would like to help in the planning of
AstroCon 86, please indicate your intreat by calling one of the

WAS members on the Planning Committee. This is your Aatronomical
League, and AstroCon 86 may be the beat chance you may ever have
to see one up close and to be directly involved. WAS Planning

Committee membera, and their areaas of reaponsibility are!

Mike Potter Convention Chairman
Major Address (speaker) Coordinator

Blaine Roelke Audio-Visual Chairperson
Coordinator for Non-League Groups
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Dave Peasagno Astronomical League Coordinator
Aatro Mart ‘86 Chairperson
Tranaportation Committee
Field Trips

Publicity

Barry Willen Program Comittee Member
Publicity

Curtis Roelle Proceedings Chairperson

Convention Photographer

Each of the above individuals would welcome help from
othersa. There are many dutiea not mentioned above. More
information shall appear in future newaletteras as it developa.

New Season at Hatter Planetarium in Gettysburg

Blaine Roelke has received the 1986 schedule of the Hatter
Planetarium, located on the campus of Gettysburg College. All
shows are presented on Sundays and are shown twice a day, at 1:00
p-m. and 3:00 p.m. The first program, "Special Starlight --
Annual Christmas Program", shall be on Sunday, December 15. WAS.
members who are interested will meet in the parking lot behind
Lewis Hall at 12:00 p.m. Those who come shall carpool for the 45
minute drive, and will arrive for the 1:00 p.m. show. The show
lasta about 45 minutes.

These are the acheduled programa for 1986:

January 26 Dff On A Comet

February 23 The Soclar Syszst=m Today
March 23 Galaxiea and the Universe
April 20 Life In the Universae

December Star Party

Following the "Comet for Christmas™ public star party at
Lake Hashawa, volunteera are invited to a club atar party at Mike

Scalion’a. Mike ia alao a member of the Active Amateur
Astronomera of Maryland (AAAM), and all WAS membera are
encouraged to join. Mike’a Hampatead addreas is 2201 Green Haven

Way, phone 239-3105. A map may be found in the November
newaletter.

January Star Party

The January star party shall be held at Steve Rice’s farm in
Frederick on the day of New Moon, Friday January 10. Steve’sa
addreaa ia 8328 A. Walter Martz Road, phone 663-6054. Halley’sa
Comet will set about 8:00, so get there around 6:30 to see it. A
map ia enclosed with thias issue.
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Observational Aastronomy Newsletter

Those who have been membera of WAS for several montha are
familiar with our other "newasletter", Obaervation Astrononmy,
written by Mike Potter, the Observing Chairman. 0OA iz a aummary
of intereating phenomena of intereast to members produced
periodically, and available free for the asking, courteay of
Mike. In OA-4, Mike announced that only those that provide him
with aelf-addrezsed-atamped-envelopea (SASE) ahall receive OA by
mail in the future. However, it shall be made available at the
club meetinga. The beat way to ensure receiving 0OA on time ia
mail a atack of SASE’a to:

Mike Potter, 2809 St. Paul St., Baltimore, MD 21218

Nominations For Office

Nominations are still open for club office. Any member in
good atanding ia eligible for any of the five officea. The
officea are Preaident, Vice Preasident, Treaaurer, Secretary, and
Director at Large. To aeek election, nominate aomeone, or obtain
more information, call any of the following membera of the
nominating committee:

Pres Curt Roelle 848-6384
VPres Todd Bonner 848-7839
Sec’y Tom Prall 374-6503
Treas Blaine Roelke 756-2886
Dir Tom Appler 239-8070

WAS Programs Available on Video Tape

Starting with the December 4 meeting, selected programa
presented at the monthly meetings will be recorded on video tape
(VHS format). If you misaa one of the meetinga, arrangementa can
be made to borrow the program tape. Lectures by speakers fronm
ocutaide the club are primary candidates for video archiving.
Arrangements to borrow the December tape, featuring Fred
Eapenak’a aolar eclipse program, may be made by contacting Curt
Roelle.

Thanks to Lab Assistants

WAS appreciates the help of those who helped with the
weekly astronomy lab seasions at Western Maryland College.

AS CALENDAR

December 14 6:00 p.m. Public Star Party - Lake Hashawa
14 dusk Star Party - Mike Scalion
15 12:00 p.m. Gettyaburg Planetarium - meet at WMC

January 10 duak Star Party - Steve Rice
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WAS T-Shirts & Logo Contest Continues

This month we prezent the firat received WAS Logo contesat
entries. A winner will be selected at the January 29 business
meeting, and entriea may be submitted up till then. Entriea
mailed to this newsletter before January 15 ahall be printed in
the January Newaletter. You may send as many entries as you

like.
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